
 
 

 

Patricia “Trish” Anslow, PMP 

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army, Project Planning and Review 

Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) 

 

Since January 3rd, 2022, Ms. Anslow serves as the ACTING Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army Civil 

Works for Project Planning and Review (PP&R). The office is responsible for oversight of the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers' (Corps) water resources planning and Civil Works technical and policy compliance 

review functions, including all pre-authorization activities. She represents the ASA (CW), when required, 

with Congressional interests, Administration officials, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers personnel, other 

Federal Agencies, non-Federal officials, national interest groups, project sponsors, and stakeholders 

regarding assigned functional areas. She fully coordinates, collaborates and supports the Policy & 

Legislation (P&L) and Management & Budget (M&B) groups in their roles of developing policy and 

legislative needs and the development, evaluation, post- authorization activities, and implementation of 

Corps water resources projects.  

 

Ms. Anslow began her career with the Corps in 1994. Her initial assignment was as the District’s 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Manager. She was the District's first GIS Manager and built a 

robust system of data, personnel capable of performing GIS analysis in all water resource functions. She 

went on to serve as a study manager and project manager in the Planning Branch, Planning Division. In 

2002, she was named Chief of the Environmental Section of Planning, Environmental and Regulatory 

Division until her selection as Chief of the Planning and Environmental Division. In this role she oversaw 

development of water resources decision documents in all of the Corps mission areas. In 2018 she was 

selected as the Chief of the Planning & Policy Division for the Southwestern Division in Dallas, TX. In this 

role she also serves as Director for the Planning Center of Expertise (PCX) for Water Management. Prior 

to joining the Little Rock District Corps of Engineers, Ms. Anslow was commissioned as a Second 

Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. In 1993 she transitioned to the Army National Guard as 

a traditional Soldier and retired in July 2022 with 33 years of military service. 

 

Ms. Anslow earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Geography from the United States Military 

Academy, West Point, New York in 1989. She also holds Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology from the 

University of Arkansas at Little Rock, a Masters of Science Degree in Water Resource Planning from 

Johns Hopkins University, and Masters of Science in Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College. 

She is a member of the Society of American Military Engineers and a lifetime member of the Engineer 

Regiment. 

 

During her career with the Corps, she has received numerous performance awards including the USACE 

Team Planning Achievement Award (2012), Commander's Award for Civilian Service (2003, 2010), the 

Achievement Medal for Civilian Service (1999), the Federal Employee of the Year (1997), and the Little 

Rock District Planning Excellence Award (1996). She is a graduate of the US Army Corps of Engineers 

Emerging Leader Program. 
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Dan Buhman 

General Manager 

Tarrant Regional Water District 

(NWSA President) 

 

Dan is the General Manager of the Tarrant Regional Water District, headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas. 

He is married to Tiffany Buhman, father to three great children with whom he loves to travel, and 

occasionally escapes to backpack through the mountains and scale a peak or two.  After graduating from 

Brigham Young University with a degree in Civil Engineering and then Colorado State University with an 

M.S. specializing in river systems, he launched an almost 15-year consulting career, helping water 

suppliers plan for the future and implement some of the largest infrastructure projects in the nation. In 

2008 he opened his own successful independent consulting firm, offering leadership to agencies setting 

their future water strategy.  Dan is on the board of several state and national associations, including 

serving as Policy Chair of the Texas Water Conservation Association and President of the National Water 

Supply Alliance. Dan oversees the District’s 300+ employees, $190M+ annual budget, and nearly $500M 

capital program. He works with the 5-member elected Board of Directors, stakeholders and customers 

to implement the District’s vision. He works closely with non-profits like Streams & Valleys, Trinity 

Collaborative, and as a member of Downtown Fort Worth Rotary and graduate of Leadership Fort 

Worth. 

 

J. Sidney Forsyth 

Director 

Cartersville Water Department 

 

• Cartersville, Georgia Water Department Director 

• Been with water department since 1997 (25 years) 

• Director since March, 2021 

• Served 8 years in U.S. Navy as fast attack submarine nuclear power plant operator  

• GA Class 1 Public Water Supply System Operator (Highest Level) 

• GA Class 1 Biological Wastewater Treatment System Operator (Highest Level) 

• GA Certified Water Distribution System Operator 

• GA Certified Water Laboratory Analyst 

• A.A.S. Industrial Systems Technology – Chattahoochee Technical College 

• B.S. Environmental Engineering – Kennesaw State University 

• Reside in Adairsville, Georgia with wife, Chris. Have three grown children, four grand-children 
and most recently built our forever home (intentionally too small for anyone to move back in). 

 

Billy George 

Deputy Director – Water and Wastewater 

North Texas Municipal Water District 

Billy George joined the North Texas Municipal Water District in February 2015 as the senior manager 
overseeing the Water Division and is currently the Deputy Director of Water and Wastewater 
operations. The Water and Wastewater teams provide wholesale water and wastewater services for 



over 2 million North Texans and are responsible for Bois d’Arc Lake, Texas’ first new major water 
reservoir in almost 30 years. 

Prior to joining the District, Billy was the City Manager of the City of Sachse, Texas where he was 

responsible for all aspects of a rapidly growing, full service city of over 20,000 residents. Billy started his 

professional career as a consulting engineer, ultimately managing a client portfolio and delivering 

infrastructure projects for both public and private sector clients.  Billy’s professional affiliations include 

leadership positions in the American Water Works Association and the Texas Society of Professional 

Engineers.  Billy and his wife Karrie call Sachse, Texas home. They have two adult children attending Big 

12 Conference universities and enjoy watching their marching band performances. Billy also enjoys 

camping and devoting time to faith-based service activities.  

 

Eric Gronlund 

Chief Engineer 

South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 

Eric Gronlund is Chief Engineer of the Water Rights Program within the South Dakota Department of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources.  The Chief Engineer is an adviser to the Water Management Board in 

all matters pertaining to the distribution, conservation, and allocation of the water of the state.  The 

Water Rights Program which Eric oversees makes recommendations on applications to appropriate 

water, administers the dam safety program, monitors groundwater levels in approximately 1,600 

observation wells, measure lake levels, licenses well drillers and enforces the state’s well construction 

standards.    Eric received his bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Engineering from South Dakota State 

University and is a licensed Professional Engineer in South Dakota.  Eric has worked for the department 

since 1984, starting in the Office of Water Development on large water project development, moved to 

the Water Rights Program in 1990, and has held the position of Chief Engineer for the past 2 ½ years.   

 

Brad Hudgens, PE, D.WRE 

USACE Water Supply Business Line Manager 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/Institute for Water Resources 

 

Brad Hudgens, PE, D.WRE. USACE Institute for Water Resources, Water Resources Center. Brad currently 

serves as the USACE Water Supply Business Line Manager, program manager for the National Portfolio 

Assessment for Reallocations and Contracting Officer’s Representative for Independent External Peer 

Reviews. He previously served in the Southwestern Division as the first full-time technical director for 

the USACE Planning Center of Expertise for Water Management and Reallocation Studies. Prior to 

joining the Corps in 2009, Brad worked in the private sector as a project manager and engineer for the 

study, design and construction of water supply and flood risk management projects ranging from 

treatment plant pilot studies and residential storm drainage to metropolitan area water system and 

river basin studies. He holds a BSE in Systems Engineering from the University of Pennsylvania, a MSE in 

Water Resources Engineering from the University of Texas and a graduate certificate in Risk 

Management from Notre Dame of Maryland University. He is a former Army officer, licensed 

Professional Engineer in Virginia and a Diplomate of the American Academy of Water Resources 

Engineers. 



 

Tom Jester 

Plan Formulation SME, USACE Water Management and Reallocation Studies PCX 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 

Tom Jester graduated from North Carolina State University with a BS in Civil Engineering, with a focus on 

Structural Engineering and Hydrology.  He has worked for the USACE as a Planner since 2010 in the 

Savannah District, Mobile District, Southwestern Division Regional Planning and Environmental Center 

(RPEC), and Southwestern Division - Planning and Policy Division.  He has developed and reviewed 

projects in all USACE business lines and served as the Acting Technical Director of the WMRS-PCX for 8 

months between Cherilyn Plaxco and Meredith LaDart.  During that time, Tom worked with teams on 

Bear Creek, Stockton, Cave Run, and Grayson reallocation studies.  He now supports the WMRS-PCX as a 

subject matter expert on planning, process, and policy and in the SWD as the planning point of contact 

for water supply actions. 

 

Meredith LaDart 

Technical Director, USACE Water Management and Reallocation Studies PCX 

 

Meredith LaDart has been with USACE since 2006. Meredith currently serves as the Technical Director 

for the Water Management and Reallocation Studies Planning Center of Expertise (WMRS PCX) located 

in Southwest Division. She began her career as a co-op student economist in Mobile District. Meredith’s 

career has transitioned from regional economist, senior planner, to project manager over the last 15 

years. Meredith has spent her time working on a range of civil works projects including deep draft 

navigation, ecosystem restoration, coastal storm risk management, and water supply. She has also 

supported non-traditional work in Latin America. Meredith has spent a concentrated amount of her 

career working on water control manual updates and reallocation efforts that affect Metro-Atlanta 

water supply and extended to the Gulf Coast as well as supporting the water supply community outside 

of the Mobile District. Meredith is a Water Resource Certified Planner and holds a B.S. in Business 

Administration and Economics from the University of South Alabama and a graduate certificate in Risk 

Management from Notre Dame College of Maryland. 

 

John Remus 

Chief, Missouri River Water Management 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/Northwestern Division 

 

John Remus has been Chief of the Missouri River Basin Water Management office since August 2017. His 

office, which is part of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Northwestern Division, is located in Omaha, 

Nebraska.  John and his staff regulate the six USACE dams on the main stem of the Missouri River to 

serve the congressionally authorized project purposes. 

 

John has spent more than 30 years working in all aspects of water resources engineering in the Missouri 

River basin. Prior to coming to the Northwestern Division, he was the Chief of the Hydrologic 

Engineering Branch for the USACE, Omaha District where he was responsible for resource management 

and engineering and scientific support to the water resources mission of the Omaha District. 



This included design of flood control, channel stabilization, environmental restoration and navigation 

projects throughout the upper Missouri River basin. The Hydrologic Engineering Branch is also 

responsible for the day-to-day operations of 26 tributary projects and provides data collection and data 

base management support to Northwestern Division for the operation of the six main stem Missouri 

River projects.  John was born and raised in west-central Nebraska. He earned a Bachelor of Science 

degree in civil engineering in 1982 and a Master of Science degree in engineering in 1985, both from the 

University of Nebraska. He is a registered professional engineer in the state of Nebraska. 

 

Dr. Andrea Travnicek 

Director 

North Dakota Department of Water Resources 

 

In August 2021, Dr. Travnicek was appointed by Governor Burgum to oversee the North Dakota 

Department of Water Resources. In this role, Andrea oversees the management of water resources for 

the state through water development, regulatory responsibilities, planning, education, and safety. 

Previously, Andrea was appointed by Governor Burgum in May 2020 to oversee the North Dakota Parks 

and Recreation Department. Prior to the Parks and Recreation appointment, she worked for the U.S. 

Department of the Interior in Washington, DC in various leadership roles beginning in 2017, which 

included overseeing the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. From 2010 to 2016, Andrea served as the Senior 

Policy advisor of Natural Resources for Governors Hoeven and Dalrymple. In addition, Andrea also 

worked for the U.S Army Corps of Engineers in the Sacramento, California, District Office. 

Andrea has over 15 years of research and work experience within the natural resources, energy, 

agriculture, trade, national security, disaster response and recovery, communication, aviation, 

recreation, and public policy fields. 

 

Jennifer Verleger 

Assistant Attorney General  

North Dakota Office of the Attorney General 

 

Jennifer L. Verleger has been a North Dakota assistant attorney general providing general counsel and 
litigation services to the Department of Water Resources and State Water Commission since 2009.  During 
that time, Ms. Verleger has represented the state on water issues in the U.S. Supreme Court, federal 
appellate courts, North Dakota Supreme Court, state and federal district courts, and Office of 
Administrative Hearings in areas including interstate rivers, federalism, water rights, water appropriation, 
drainage, and sovereign lands.  She is a licensed attorney in North Dakota, Michigan, and Florida (inactive).  
Prior to becoming an attorney, she spent ten years as a practicing civil engineer and is a licensed 
professional engineer in North Dakota and Michigan.  Ms. Verleger formerly chaired the legal committee 
of the Western States Water Council, an organization of governor-appointed representatives from the 
western 18 states.  She currently serves as the WSWC Chairperson.  She also sits on the board of the 
National Water Supply Alliance.  She earned her B.S. degree from Cornell University in civil and 
environmental engineering; an M.S. degree from Carnegie-Mellon University in civil and environmental 
engineering; an M.B.A. degree from the University of Michigan; and a J.D. degree from Michigan State 
University. 
 


